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Yorkshire and Cumbria farmers have joined forces against parasites 
by taking part in the Hill Sheep Health North Project, funded by the 

European Innovation Partnership (EIP-AGRI).

The Farmer Scientist Network and hill farmers in the north of England 
identified a challenging problem– living with and managing liver fluke in hill 
sheep flocks.
In this project farmers, vets and experts are sharing their knowledge and information to help form 
a solution, working together to improve and evaluate disease control programmes for hill flocks.

Liver fluke is a major parasite problem in the north of England and control is difficult, particularly 
where flocks are only gathered for treatments several times a year, and the conditions on moors 
and upland fields can be ideal habitats for the mud snail host. The Farmers against parasite 
groups have discussed their current flock treatments and are recording and linking their data with 
a phone application.

Yorkshire and Cumbria farmers are gaining greater understanding of the parasite, participating 
in regular testing, working closely with their vets and finding the most effective treatments for 
their flock.

What has been learned so far?
It is important to understand which active ingredients are in the fluke medicines that you are 
using and to use the most appropriate medicine for the time of year and life stage of the fluke.

Some sheep that had suspected fluke were instead cases of stomach worms, showing the 
importance of using laboratory tests and/or post-mortems to confirm diagnoses to ensure the 
correct medicines for the problem.

It is worth testing to determine if triclabendazole is working in flocks.

Next steps
The groups will continue to meet to refine their understanding and plans to tackle liver fluke 
disease through a series of applied workshops.

To find out more
See videos, links and regular updates on the project website: hillsheephealthnorth.co.uk 
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